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FROM THE MINISTER  
 

There is nothing that hurts or puzzles Christians more than when tragedy 
strike s. When it comes close to home, our faith is shaken, and we wonder 

how God can let it happen, or what we have done to 
deserve it, or whether there is a God at all.  
 
In the 1970’s Harry Kushner wrote a book called 
‘When Bad Thi ngs Happen to Good People.’ He wrote 
the book from a Jewish perspective and although I 
found it interesting, it left me with a nagging doubt: 
what would be a Christian answer to the question 

‘where is God when bad things happen to good people?’ This question has 
exercised Christians fo r 2000 years and is still one that haunts us. Where 
is God when a child dies, or a much -loved friend or relative becomes 
seriously or terminally ill?  
 
I will not pretend a short article will find the answer to this question, but 
I think our answer may depe nd on the kind of God in which we believe. 
There are people who believe in a God who is distant or indifferent, who 
wound up the world like a great machine and left it to get on with it. There 
are others who believe whatever happens, good or bad, is ‘God’s  Will’, but 
neither of these gets close to Christian understanding about God.  
 
The best answer I can give to the question ‘what happens’ is to look at the 
gospels and reflect on the experience of years of pastoral ministry. In the 
gospels, we find God in J esus Christ who walks alongside us, suffers the 
pain of human life, and carries the burden of the Cross. We do not find a 
distant God who is indifferent to and does not care about us. In the 
miracle of Easter, we find the pain of human life and the burden of the 
Cross transformed into new life in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and in 
the promise of the Holy Spirit who will come alongside us. In my pastoral 
ministry, I have met people who have experienced the bad things that 
happen to good people and have said that from somewhere they found a 
strength they never knew they had.  
 

 



So, what happens when bad things happen to good people? God comes along 
side us: he carries us in his strength, shares our pain, and cries our tears 
until we can walk by ourselves ag ain. The road may be long, the hurt may 
never truly go away, but God comes along side us and stays until what he 
promises through Christ’s resurrection brings new life from the deepest 
darkness. 
 

Richard 
October 2008 
 
 

PARISH REGISTER  
 

BAPTISM:  
 

21st . Sept : Isla Grace Henderson, infant daughter of Jacqueline and 
Alistair Paton.  

 

“The promise is to you and to your children….”  
 

DEATH:  
 
31st .Aug: Mrs Fay Moore, Flat 25 Brae Court, 233 High Street  
5 th . Sept.  Mrs Ethel Cherrie, 100 Springfield Road.  

 

“I am the R esurrection and the Life….”  
 

ORDINATION OF NEW ELDERS  On Sunday, 21st September we 
ordained two new Elders - Rosina Johnstone and Gregor Preston. The Kirk 
Session is pleased to welcome them to our number and trust that the 
congregation will  also welcome and support them in this role.  
 
Jane Gent  
Session Clerk  

 
 
 



SERVICES IN OCTOBER, NOVEMBER & DECEMBER:  

 
5 th .October  11:00am 

 

Morning Service  
Harvest Thanksgiving  
 

12th .October   9:45am 
11:00am 

Early Morning Family Service  
Morning Service  
 

19th .October  11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

26 th .October  11:00am 
 6:30pm 

Morning Service  
Evening Service  
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated at both services.  

2nd.November  11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

9 th .November  10:50am Remembrance Service  
 

16th .November  11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

23 rd .November  11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

30 th .November  11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

7 th .December 11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

14th .December 11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

21st .December 11:00am 
 

Sunday School Nativity  

24 th .December 11:30pm 
 

Watchnigh t Service  

25 th .December 11:00am 
 

Christmas Morning Worship  

28 th .December 11:00am 
 

Morning Service  

 
 



DOOR DUTY ROTA  
 

October 2008  November 2008  December 2008  
Mr A Stewart  Mr D McEwan  Mr L Butchart  
Miss L Murray  Mrs P McEwan Mrs J Skinner  
Mr L Peden Mr  I Morris  Mr G Gibson 
Mr L Howlett  Mr R Laing Mrs E Sloan  
Mrs S McFadyen  Mr J MacFadyen  A N Other  
 

FLOWER ROTA  
 

October 2008  November 2008  December 2008  
5 R. Johnstone  2 F. Hunter  7 I. Lockhart  
12 H. Aitken  9 C. Coutts 14 E. Stewart  
19 M. Brown 16 G. Bathgate  21 M. Cunningham 
26 C. Wylie 23 B. Bruce 28 B. Findlater  

  30 J. Torrance    
 

CAR ROTA 
 

 October 2008  November 2008  December 2008  
Route A D. Steven  B. Pringle J. Cowie 
Route B D. Clark A & J Scott  L. Brough 
 
 

KIRK SESSION & CONGREGATIONAL BO ARD:  
 

The Congregational Board will meet in the Longcroft Hall on the 14 th . 
October at 7:30pm.  
 
The Kirk Session will meet in the Longcroft Hall on the 18 th .November at 
7:30pm.   
 
 
 

 
 



 
EARLY SERVICE  
 

The last early service for this year will be held on Su nday 12th .October at 
9:45am in the church.  As intimated at the September service, we would 
like to make this service an All -Worship service.  In order to do this we 
need your help.  We would like to encourage individuals and families to 
participate in our  worship by doing the readings and prayers.  
If you would like to put your name forward or to find out more 
information then contact Rosina Johnston on 843524.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   
  
The new session of Sunday school has now started.  This session all 
children wi ll meet together in the Longcroft Hall from 10:50am until 
approximately 12:10pm.  We have introduced a new set of teaching 
materials called ‘SON SEEKERS’. This collection of books covers many 
different themes from Genesis until Revelations.  We hope the ch ildren 
will enjoy this material as much as the teachers.  
Sunday school is available to children from the age of three in the 
following age groups:  
Infants:  Age3 to the end of P1  
Juniors:  P2 until end of P7  
Bible Class (Buzz) ; from S1 onwards  
 
YOUNG WOMA N’S GROUP:  
The Group meets on alternate Wednesdays in the Shields Room of the 
Longcroft Halls at 8:00pm.  You would be most welcome if you would like 
to join us.  Our programme for October is:  
1st . Oct  "Emotional Freedom Therapy" (EFT)  –Mary Little  
15th .Oct  Candle Party – Nicola Hughes  
29Th.Oct  Pot Luck Supper  
For further information please contact Sionagh Smith (202103) or Isobel 
Lockhart (844507) for more details.  
 
 



GUILD    
 
The Guild held its Dedication Service on Monday 22 nd.September in the 
church.  The speaker that evening was Fiona Punton from the Guild office.  
She used the Guild Theme for 2008/2009  ‘He Restores My Soul’ as her 
subject and also spoke about the importance of Guild Week which will take 
place from 16 th  to 24 th  November.  There was a good attendance from our 
members and also from St. Michael’s Guild.  
 

29 th . Sept:  An evening with Joan Murie  -  ‘Adventures of a Textile 
Artist’  

 Fees of £8:00 are also due.  
 

13th . Oct  ‘Why Pray’ with Robert and Margaret Nicol  
 

27 th . Oct  Derek Henderson takes us walking the Great Wall of China 
and on the Inca Trail.  

 

Advance Notice is given that the Guild Coffee Day will be held on Monday 
17th .November. 

 
ON A LIGHTER NOTE  
 
A number of little boys were being sternly questioned by the minister’s 
wife about the mysterious disappearance of some apples from her back 
garden.   “Do you know,” she said, “what the Bible says about thieves?”  
One boy, better versed in Scripture than the others, replied, “Please 
Ma’am, ‘Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise’.”  
© ‘Laughter Lines’ – family wit and wisdom  James A Simpson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHILD PROTECTION   
The following ladies, A West, E Miller, N Preston and H Easton have 
completed training and are now cleared to work with children in this 
congregation. Further training sessi ons are scheduled, in the Lanthorn 
Community Complex, Livingston for 5 Th.Nov, 18th .Feb 2009 and 27 th .May 
2009.  In addition there is a course specially designed for elders by the 
CofS Safeguarding Office which the trainers will be happy to deliver 
locally.   Clarification is also given on the ratio of registered helpers 
required for each age group of children. Viz.  
Under 2 Years  1 per 3 children  
2 to 3 years   1 per 5 children  
3 to 8 years   1 per 8 children  
over 8 years   1 per 10 children  
In addition parents etc, can act as helpers.  
 
A T Orr (CP Co -ordinator)  
 
C.H.A.S    
Well done to all the boys and girls who, over the holidays, saved up pennies 
in their ‘THANK -YOU’ jars.   
Forthcoming C.H.A.S. fundraisers include a ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL GOT 
TALENT’ on Sunday 2 nd.November with the Sunday School children and 
teachers taking part.  Keep this date free and come along and enjoy the 
talent of the youngsters of your church.  More information will be given 
out in the weekly news -letter or by flyer.  
A second fund -raiser in t he process of being arranged is a ‘CHRISTMAS 
CRAFT AND FUN DAY’  This will take place on Saturday 6 th .December 
from 10:00am until 4:30pm to allow parents/ carers/ grandparents time to 
do some Christmas preparation/ shopping.  The cost will be £5:00 per 
child (bring your own packed lunch) for a day full of fun making Christmas 
crafts, playing games, watching DVD’s – in all having lots of fun.  This 
event is open to ALL our Sunday School children, and friends of the 
children who are school age.  For further i nformation contact Rosina 
Johnstone on 843524.  
 
 



LIFE & WORK  
In the current issue Frank Gerstenberg and Ewan Aitken discuss the 
importance of religious observance in Scotland’s schools.  
 Plus, Profile of Baroness Mary Warnock, in which the chair of the 
government’s human fertilisation and embryology committee reveals some 
provocative opinions on such hot potatoes as euthanasia, mercy killing and 
cloning. New columnists Ruth Harvey and Pauline Steenbergen, 
congregational facilitators in Annandale and Eskdale , introduce themselves 
and explain what they do.  
Plus – Presbytery of Falkirk, Edinburgh’s High Kirk, the Isle of Skye, all 
the regular columnists, news, letters and crosswords – all for just £1.60.  
Spare copies are available, for purchase, in the book ra ck at the main door 
of the church.  
 
Bob Sloan the Life & Work distributor for our church advises that the 
publishers have agreed to keep the cover price to £1:60 per month and 
wish to be notified of the order for our church, for the forthcoming year, 
by 23 rd .November.  This being so, it would be appreciated if District 
elders could notify Bob of any alterations within their districts at the 
earliest opportunity.  It should be noted that if no alterations are 
timeously notified it will be assumed that the al location within their 
district is to remain unaltered.  
 
CONCERT: 
Bathgate Concert Orchestra will present an evening of musical 
entertainment in St Ninian’s Craigmailen Church on Friday, 7 th  November 
2008 from 7.30 – 9.00 p.m. The concert will also feature  “Spectrum” and 
will be followed by refreshments in the Longcroft Hall. Tickets will be 
priced at £5 / £4 for concessions and will be available from Jane Gent 
(843207) from mid September. Proceeds will be shared between the 
Orchestra and the Church, with t he Church’s share being put towards the 
cost of replacing Junior Praise with the new extended version.  
 
 
 
 



BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE:   
 

Anyone wishing to place an entry in our Book of Remembrance in memory 
of a loved one, should please contact Mrs. M Reid on 84 4257 or Mrs. B 
Ingham on 843993.  
 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!  
 

 Yes that’s right Christmas will soon be upon us!   So why not get your 
cards and wrapping paper etc ordered early and save yourself a lot of 
hassle later on,   while at the same time supporting the Ch urch.     
Webb Ivory Christmas Catalogues are now available.   They can be picked 
up from the main doors of the Church throughout September and 
October.   If you can’t get your hands on a copy then please give Pat 
McEwan a call on 844383.   To avoid disappoint ment, last orders are 
requested by 31 October although the earlier you place your order the 
better.    
 This year all profits from the sale of Webb Ivory items will go directly to 
the Church Organ fund.  
 

RECORDING OF CHURCH SERVICES  
 

As you may know, most Sundays the morning service is recorded on tape.   
Copies of the tapes are distributed on a regular basis to the housebound & 
to those who cannot attend the services for whatever reason.    Copies of 
special services - e.g Baptism  - can also be made for thos e who request it.  
If you would like to receive a copy of the services in this way - either on 
an ongoing basis or for a short period of time, then please let your elder 
know or contact Doug or Pat McEwan on 844383.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HALL LETS   
Would all organisation s please note that details of all Hall lets must now 
be given to Fiona Hunter on 844846 or email: fionahunter50@yahoo.co.uk .  
All others should still contact the Clerk  
to the Congregational Board, Allan Sc ott on 842602 or email: 
The.Scotties@btinternet.com  if they wish to use the halls.  
 

NOVEMBER DEADLINE  
 

Items for the November issue of ‘Spotlight’ should be submitted to the 
editor, Sandy Hunter, either b y hand, telephone on 844846, or email: 
alexandertheg57@hotmail.com  or sandyh47@yahoo.co.uk  no later than 
Sunday 19 th .October 2008 .    

 

FAIRTRADE STALL : 
 

The stall will again be available in the Longcroft Hall on Sunday 12 th . 
October at the conclusion of the early morning service and running until 
after the main service.  This is a non -profit making venture promoting the 
sale of such goods within our congregatio n and town.  For further 
information contact Sarah Woods on 207026 or Pat McEwan on 844383.    
 

FLOWER BOARD AND FLOWER BOX  
 

The Flower Board for 2008 is at the main door of the Church. If you 
would care to place flowers in the church, perhaps for a specia l 
anniversary or for a birthday, could you please write your name and phone 
number at the appropriate date and someone will be in touch with you 
nearer the time.   If you have any queries speak to Fiona Hunter on 
844846.   After each service the flowers ar e given to those who have 
been ill or are coping with bereavement.  They are much appreciated.  
Cash donations for flowers can be placed in the Flower Box.  

 
 
 
 
 



INTERACTION      OCTOBER 2008  
  

ECUMENICAL BIBLE STUDY COFFEE MORNING will take place on 
Wednesday 15th October at 11am, at home of Patricia Chapman, Lynville, 
18 Friars Way - new people always welcome - come along for coffee and 
meet the girls, of all ages, and decide on what to study over the 
forthcoming winter and spring.  
 

ACTS 'MIGRATION CONFERENC E: Scottish Churches and Contemporary 
Migration' at the Scottish Storytelling Centre, 43 -45 High street, 
EDINBURGH, on Wednesday, 8th October, 9.30am - 4.15pm - no charge 
for this conference supported by Scottish Government - further 
details:  ring ACTS at 01259-216980 or:   racialjustice@acts -scotland.org   
  

ACTS ANNUAL AUTUMN CONFERENCE on Thursday 23rd October, at 
121 George Street, EDINBURGH, is for everyone involved in Churches 
Together groups, Presb ytery reps and Presbyterial Guild reps. This year 
will be based on the theme of Cardinal Kasper's book, 'A Handbook of 
Spiritual Ecumenism' and will focus on the questions: How do we read the 
Bible together? How do we pray together? How do we witness toget her? 
Details/and to book: 01259216980.  
  

ACTS CONFERENCE 'Old Age: Wasteland or Harvest Field' an ecumenical 
exploration of the needs of older people and the gifts they bring to our 
churches - on Wednesday 29th October, 9.45 -3.45pm, in The Gillis 
Centre, 100 Stratheran Road, EDINBURGH. Please contact: 
tommoyes@acts-scotland.org  before 10th October to book a place and 
workshops - no charge for this event.  
 
THE KAIROS COURSE - a world mission course via INTERS ERVE 
SCOTLAND - a chance to understand that the Gospel is the Power of God 
for Salvation as you've never seen it before - an opportunity to see the 
Gospel at work in other cultures and see the role God has for you - allow 
God to put you in the hot seat of learning through one of the most 
exciting mission courses available - if this speaks to you and you would like 
to join/find out more about  a course here in Linlithgow, ring Fiona on 
842669 or email:f.duke@blueyonder.co.uk  



 

CHATTERBOX 
 

WHAT DO YOU DO ON A T HURSDAY MORNING?  
Chatterbox, our Parent and Toddler group, runs on a Thursday morning 
from 9:30am to Noon.  It is open for pre -school children/babies from 
birth and their minders.  Cost of £1:00 included tea/coffee and biscuits 
for adults and juice and bis cuits for children.  A time to meet new faces 
and let the children play.  For further information contact Rosina 
Johnston on 843524 or pop in any Thursday morning.  
 
Worry not if you don’t have any children, if you have time on a Thursday 
to help in any way  in the Chatterbox Team then pop in and see what we get 
up to or contact Rosina as above.  
 

SPECTRUM  
 
Spectrum ladies are advised of the following important diary dates.  
 

1st .Oct   Concert for RNLI – Grangemouth 
 

26 th .Oct  Rehearsal in church  
 

7 th .Nov Concert with Bathgate Concert Orchestra  
 

11th .Nov Concert – Blind Club at Falkirk Stadium  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Gardener’s Hymn  
(especially approaching harvest festival!)  

 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful, t he Lord God made them all.  
But what we never mention, though gardeners know it’s true  
is when he made the goodies, he made the baddies too.  
 
All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small,  
all things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.  
The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas,  
manure that fills our noses, he also gave us these.  
 
The fungus on the goose -gogs, the club root on the greens,  
the slugs that eat the lettuce and chew the aubergines.  
The drought that kills the fuschias, th e frost that nips the buds,  
the rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that hits the spuds.  
 
 The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds,  
the pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds.  
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums,  
how black the gardener’s outlook, though green may be his thumbs.   
 
But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables and flowers,  
and pray what hits our neighbours, will somehow bypass ours.  
All things bright and beautiful……  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Children’s Corner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A Picture to colour  
 
 
 
 
 




